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Thornton Niven Wilder  

(17 April, 1897 – 7 December, 1975) 

Thornton Wilder was born in Madison, Wisconsin. As a child, he studied in 
schools in California and China. In higher education, Wilder attended Oberlin 
College, the American Academy in Rome, graduated with a B.A from Yale College 
and an M.A. from Princeton University. 

“Wilder’s greatest and best-known work as a playwright, Our Town opens with the 
Stage Manager’s introduction to Grover’s Corners, a fictional town based on 
Peterborough, New Hampshire where Wilder often spent his summers. The sparse 
and symbolic qualities of the set suggest Wilder’s intention to make Grover’s 
Corners represent all towns.”—Ashley Gallagher, Thornton Wilder Society 

“Described by Edward Albee as “the greatest American play ever written,” Our 
Town presents the small town of Grover’s Corners in three acts: “Daily Life,” “Love 
and Marriage” and “Death and Eternity.” Narrated by a stage manager and 
performed with minimal props and sets, the play depicts the simple daily lives of 
the Webb and Gibbs families as their children fall in love, marry, and eventually – 
in one of the most famous scenes in American theatre – die.”—Origin Theatrical 

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL 
RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN 
ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF 
THE AUTHOR(S)’S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT: https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-
artists 

By Thornton Wilder 

Roger Williams University Theatre 

Fall 2026 



Please silence phones and refrain from photography, any re-
cording, and using electronic devices.  Thank you. 

Running time approximately 90 minutes.  No interval. 

The first performance of Our Town was at the McCarter Theatre in 
Princeton, New Jersey on 22 January, 1938. Its Broadway premier was 
on 4 February, 1938 at Henry Miller’s Theatre (now the Stephen 
Sondheim Theatre). 

The New York Times theatre critic, Brooks Atkinson, called the play “one 
of the finest achievements of the current stage…a hauntingly beautiful 
play.”--(“Our Town.” The New York Times 5 February 1938, late ed.)   

Our Town won the 1938 Pulitzer Prize for Drama. 

Wilder played the Stage Manager for two weeks during the first 
Broadway run. 
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