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A _Ba~n-Raising Romp 
25 years Q.f the arts at RWU 

For 25 years, the Performlr.g· 19a8, has also been witness to some ot 
Arts Center at R)ger Williams Uni­

versity in Brfstol has tr11Jned students 
In dance and perf~rn"l.ance art, music 
and theatre. The Wialani JII. Grand• 

the antics of The Ba m's most notorious 
patron, the ghost Banquo. "Banquo Is 

often blamed for numerous things 
suet, as a light that goes on when the 

george Theatre at Th~ Barn has light board Is in essence turned off; he 
bean the settrng fo1 numerous per• 

formances for :;hider.ts. alumni and 
the community as well. The year-Jong 

celebration of this momentous occl'­
slon culminates tt·s month wfth "The 
Barn Silver JubUeo: /> Celebration of 
Performance· on Saturday, June 9 

and will feature performancfts •nd 
reminiscences from afumnl 

Hlstllry 

Thfs ,s not only a celebration of 25 
years of performar:ce, but also a cel­

ebration of historic proservation. The 

. Barn. which origiriated from two his• 
torlc barns built by Henry Salisbury In 
1840 and 1894 that sat on the Whipple 

Ste&rA Farm in Glocester, Rhode Island, 
was disassembled. rebuilt and adapted 
for reuse by historic preservation stu­
dents under the guidance of Professor 

says. Martin continues to QlCplain that 
during the run of Forbidden Pklmt, 

which sold o:>t half its parformanc:as 

In April, Banquo occasionally screwed 

around with the electronics. Martin 
takes this as a sign th3t Banquo liked 
the production and reveals that there 
is a chair on the secon<1 floor gallery 
!eser'<!d for the beloved ghost. 

Haunted Corner 

Martin under.tands that tho ghost 
traveled .,ith the barn from GIOMster. 

Accordlng tu an articlo :n Roger WI/• 
- /lams University "'•gazin■, the ghost 

made Its presence known at th~ start 
of tho dlsmantlinq protect as students 

noticed that an unusual number of 
minor dtsasters occlirred In a particu• . 

tar comer of th• barn, which is fondly 
known 'IS 'the haunted comer,' lo-

l<aYln Jordan over a five-year period In • cated In the rear of the performance 
the 1980s. Th• undertaidng was done 

In collaboratlon wftr Protassor Willllam 
Grandgeorge, then llead of the theater 

department, for whom the space Is 

space. The ghost Is slispectec;I to be 

the grandson of Thomas Whipple 
Steer., who died as an elderly man 

in th•t corner of tha bam after leav-
nan-iaol. In 1984, students organized a ing the state·• mental health facility. 

barn-raising that w~; also l™'d to raise The name Banquo was adopted by 
funds. Those In attendance signed- a -students over the yearo as a nod to 

re11ister, which is still burled rn a time 
oapsule on the site. By 1986, the Par­

forming Arts CQnter. was complai.d 
and Guys and Dolls ·oponed the n­

theatre under the d:redlon of·P.rofas­
sor Grandgeorge. 

Slnee that time, the Performance 
Arts Center has been a home for stu­

dents. rn the performing a~s and an 
entertainment mecca for the East Bay 

community. In a c:ori"9rsat1on with Pro­
fessor Jeffrey Martin, current chafr of 

t~c Performing Arts C..nter, he notes 
that the theater department has pro· 
duoed at least 1S0 ful!-length plays 
since the opening of The Barn. Mar­
tin continues, "Overall probably 300 

play productions -re produced a­
the 25 years • and this rs not Including 

dance and musrcal performimces." 
M~ln. who began. his tenure In 

Shakespeare's Mdc:beth, a play that 
carries a bit of suPerstition of its own 

- particularly to those in the theatrll. 

TIie Sliver Jubll•• Celebretlon 
Professor Dorisa Boggs. Director of 

Design for the Performing Arts Center, 
is producing this month's Sliver ~ubilee 
Celebration with some or the arts cen­
ter•s alumni. The revue, Try to Remem­

ber, wlll feature songs from. musicals, 
along with scenes and monologues 

from previous years. Alumni wMI reprise 
pieces that they performed 20 or 2S 
years ago Martin and 801111s say, ·Irs 
all about the celebration, with props 

from The Barn and past productions, 
with alumni performing for people 
who made· the theater what It is: the 

students. Rast and pn,sent.· Focusing 
on ·theater alumni, the SMver Jubilee 

is part of the annual Alumnr Weekenc' 
Celebration Expeotad In Attenda~ce 
wll be the University Presidant and 

his wife as -11 ~• Emeritus Professo< 
Grandgaorge, who Martin _sa~. "'is still 
a beloved member of the department 
and community• 

Martin S"'I$. "It is • department-run 
celebration and currant students ·are 

excited ,bout it The department is a 

tight knit group and "°th he and Pro· 
fessor Boggs a .. Intensely Involved 

with the students on a dally basis.• 
You could almost say its like tam• 

1ly In one vJslt, a couple of students 

rela,ed on the second floor loft that 
also houses Martin's office, lounging 

on comfy chairs 
After the Sliver Jubilee The Barn, 

which is as much a part of RWU's llnd 
Bristol's history today as It was a part 

of Glocester's historic· past, will hope• 
fully continue to bring performances 

to the community to, another 2S years, 
sti>rtlng with z production of David 

Mamet's Boston ·""'""'~ in July. One 
Old Ferry Road, Brtstol. www.rwu.edu. 
40i·254-3666 
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A Barn-Raising Romp 
25 years of the arts at RWU 
For 25 years, the Performing' 1988, has also been witness to some of 
Arts Center at Roger Williams Uni- the antics of The Barn's most notorious 
versity in Bristol has tralned students patron, the ghost Banquo. "Banquo is 
In dance and performance art, music 
and theatre. The William N. Grand-

often blamed for numerous things 
such as a light that goes on when the 

george Theatre at The Barn has light board is in essence turned off," he 
been the setting for numerous per­
formances for students alumni and 
the community as we!l. The year-long 
celebration of this momentous occe­
sion culminates this month with "The 
Barn Silver Jubilee; A Celebration of 
Performance" on Saturday, June 9 
and wili feature performances and 
reminiscences from alumni 

History 
This is not only a celebration of 25 
years of performance, but also a cel­
ebration of historic preservation. The 

says. Martin continues to explain that 
during the run of Forbidden Planet, 
which sold out half its performances 
in April, Banquo occasionally screwed 
around with the electronics. Martin 
takes this as a sign that Banquo liked 
the production and reveals that there 
is a chair on the second floor gallery 
reserved for the beloved ghost. 

Haunted Corner 
Martin understands that the ghost 
traveled with the barn from Glocester. 
According tu an article n Roger WIl-

Barn, which originated from two his- ·llams University Magazine, the ghost 
torlc barns built by Henry Salisbury in made its presence known at the start 
1840 and 1894 that sat on the Whipple of the dismantling project as students 
Steern Farm in Glocester, Rhode Island, 
was disassembled, rebuilt and adapted 
for reuse by historic preservation stu­
dents under the gu idance of Professor 
Kevin Jordan over a five-year period in 
the 1980s. The undertaking was done 
in collaboration with Professor Willliam 
Grandgeorge, then head of the theater 
department, for whom the space Is 
named. In 1984, students organized a 
barn-raising that was also used to ralse 

noticed that an unusual number of 
minor disasters occurred In a particu­
lar corner of the barn, which is fondly 
knawn as 'the haunted corner,' lo­
cated in the rear of the performance 
space. The ghost is suspected to be 
the grandson of Thomas Whipple 
Steere, who died as an elderly man 
in that corner of the barn after leav­
ing the state's mental health facility. 
The name Banquo was adopted by 

funds. Those in attendance signed a .students over the years as a nod to 
register, which is still buried in a time Shakespeare's Macbeth, a play that 
capsule on the site. By 1986, the Per- carries a bit of superstition of its own 
forming Arts Center was completed - particularly to those in the theatre. 
and Guys and Dolls·opened the new 
theatre under the dlrection of ·Profes­
sor Grandgeorge. 

Since that time, the Performance 
Arts Center has been a home for stu­
dents in the performing arts and an 
entertainment mecca for the East Bay 
community. In a conversation with Pro­
fessor Jeffrey Martin, current chair of 
the Performing Arts Center, he notes 
that the theater department has pro­
duced at least 150 full-length plays 
since the opening of The Barn. Mar­
tin continues, "Overall probably 300 
play productions were produced over 
the 25 years - and this is not including 
dance and musical performances." 

Martin, who began his tenure in 

The Silver Jubilee Celebratlon 
Professor Dorisa Boggs, Director of 
Design for the Performing Arts Center, 
is producing this month's Silver Jubilee 
Celebration with some of the arts cen­
ter's alumni. The revue, Try to Remem­
ber, will feature songs from musicals, 
along with scenes and monologues 
from previous years. Alumnl wili reprise 
pieces that they performed 20 or 25 
years ago Martin and Boggs say, "It's 
all about the celebration, with props 
from The Barn and past productions, 
with alumni performing for people 
who made' the theater what it is: the 
students. past and present." Focusing 
on theater alumni, the Silver Jubilee 

' •• .. 
� i 

is part of the annual Alumni Weekend 
Celebration Expected in attendance 
will be the University President and 
his wife as well as Emeritus Professor 
Grandgeorge, who Martin savs, "is still 
a beloved member of the department 
and community" 

Martin says. "It is a department-run 
celebration and current students 'are 
excited bout it The department is a 
tight knit group and hoth he and Pro­
fessor Boggs are intensely Involved 
with the students on a dally basis." 
You could almost say its like fam-

ily In one visit, a couple of students 
relaxed on the second floor loft that 
also houses Martin's office, lounging 
on comfy chairs 

After the Silver Jubilee The Barn, 
which is as much a part of RWU's and 
Bristol's history today as it was a part 
of Glocester's historic past, will hope­
fully continue to bring performances 
to the community for another 25 years, 
starting with a production of David 
Mamet's Boston Marriage in July, One 
Old Ferry Road, Bristol. www.rwu.edu. 
401-254-3666 
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