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ROOF PLAN 1/16™: 1 FOOT SCALE

UPPER LEVEL TOWER PLAN 1/16™ : 1 FooT SCALE
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NEW MUSEUM VS. EXISTING RESTAURANT
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN 1/16™ : 1 FOOT SCALE
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EXTISTING RESTAUNT VS. MUSEUM EXHIBITION SPACES
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN 1/8™ : 1 FOOT SCALE

CONCEPTUAL SKETCHES

EXISTING CONDITIONS NEW MUSEUM ADDITION
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SITE AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

THE DeWOLF TAVERN IS SITUATED IN THE
RENOVATED 1818 WAREHOUSE BUILT BY
MARITIME MERCHANTS JAMES AND WIL-
LIAMS DeWOLF FOR THEIR SHIPPING
BUISINESS. THE BROTHERS TRADED RUM
AND OTHER GOOD FOR SLAVES IN AFRI-
CA. THOSE SLAVES WERE THEN TRADED
FOR MOLASSES AND LUMBER IN CUBA
AND SOUTH CAROLINA AND THOSE GOOD
WERE THEN BROUGHT TO THE DeWOLF
WAREHOUSE FOR THEIR USE IN BRISTOL.
THISWASTHEINFAMOUSTRIANGLETRADE

ABOAT SLIP ORIGINALLY RAN ALONG SIDE
THE TAVERN WHERE SHIPS DOCKED AND
UNLOADED THEIR MERCHANDISE INTO
BOTH LEVELS OF THE BUILDING. THE
COUNTING ROOM WAS LOCAT-
ED ON THE WATERSIDE END OF
THE SECOND FLOOR WITH THE
FINISHED PLASTER WALLS
AND FIREPLACE. THE
SECTIONS OF GRAFFITI COVERED
PLASTER YOU SEE FRAMED AS ART-
WORK CAME FROM THIS AREA.

MANY OF THE SMALLER STONES IN THE
WALLS ARE AFRICAN GRANITE AND WERE
TAKEN FROM THE BALLAST OF SHIPS
SAILING THE TRIANGLE TRADE ROUTE.

THE DeWOLF BROTHER PRODUCED
RUM FOR THEIR BUSINESS, AND THE
DISTILLERY WAS HOUSED
IN WHAT 1S NOW THE
ADJACENT BRISTOL HARBOR INNS LOB-
BY AREA. REMNANTS OF EIGHTEEN
WOODEN BARRELS USED IN MAKING
RUM WERE FOUND DURING THE RESTO-
RATION AND ONE IS ON DISPLAY IN THE
INTERRIOR OF THE RESTAURANT LOBBY.

THE DeWOLF BUILDINGS SOUTH SIDE
DISPLAYSANINDENTATION CAUSEBY THE
PRUDENCE ISLAND FERRY WHEN IT
WASHED UP AGAINST THE BUILD-
ING DURING THE GREAT HURRI-
CANE AND TIDAL WAVE OF 1938.
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RHOSE ISLAND ISASTATE WITH AHIDDEN HISTORY OF VIO-
LENCE. APLACEWHERETHEMOSTVIOLENTSTORYINAMERICAN
HISTORYHASPAYED OUTHISORICALLY ANDHASBEENLARGELY
FORGOTTENBY THEMODERNRESIDENTSWITHIN ITSBORDERS.

THEDEWOLF FAMILY HASBEEN CELEBRATED BY BEING ONE
OF THE WEALTHIEST TRADING FAMILIES IN AMERICA DURING
THEIR HAYDAY BUT HOW THEY CAME TO BE THIS WAY WAS
RECENTLY REVEALED. thE DEWOLF FAMILY HAD IMPORTED
SLAVES BY THE THOUSANDS FROM THE YEARS 1769 TILL 1820.

THE RHODE ISLAND SLAVERY MUSEUM AIMS TO BRING
TO LIGHT THIS HISTORY ON THE SITE OF THE DEWOFL TAV-
ERN, BEING THE SITE WHERE THE DEWOLFS MANY SLAVE
TRADING VESSELS MADE PORT AND UNLOADED THEIR HU-
MAN CARGO. THE MUSEUM PLANS TO WORK WITH THE EX-
ISTING RESTAURANT THAT MAKES UP THE PROGRAM OF THE
EXISTING DEWOLF WAREHOUSE BY ADDING TO THE BUILD-
ING IN A WAY THAT WILL GET ITS POINT ACROSS WHILE STILL
RESPECTING THE BUSINESS THAT IS CURRENTLY USING THE
SPACE, WORKING IN HARMONY WITH THE EXISTING PROGRAM.
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