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History of Writing Fellows 
Programs
Started at Brown University in early 1980s under Tori Haring-Smith 
with eight major objectives:
1. To demonstrate that all faculty and students share responsibility 

for student writing
2. To explore ways in which writing and learning are connected
3. To change both student and faculty attitudes toward writing

(The following numbered items taken from: “Changing Students’ 
Attitudes: Writing Fellows Programs” by Haring-Smith, published in 
Writing Across the Curriculum: A Guide to Developing Programs, ed. 
McLeod and Soven, 1992.)



History of Writing Fellows 
Programs
4. To make writing an integral part of the 

curriculum, not a feature of isolated 
courses

5. To reward faculty for their attention to 
student writing

http://blogs.csun.edu/faculty-development/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/images10.jpg



History of Writing Fellows 
Programs
6. To encourage students to practice good writing 

habits, including revision

7. To involve all students, not just the weak 
writers

8. To provide students with feedback for revision 
before their writing is judged and graded

Image from http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-MsVzPWtgDUg/T4OS4BG-Z_I/AAAAAAAABI0/4T94KCN4pcQ/s1600/Happy+writer.png



Brown University WF Program

Brown’s Writing Fellows Program “serves 45 to 50 courses a 
year, reaching approximately 3,000 undergraduates (60% of the 
student population in any given year).” 

Brown website, “About the Writing Fellows Program”
http://www.brown.edu/academics/college/support/writing-fellows/about  
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Why pilot a Writing Fellows Program at RWU?

1. Successful Writing Peer Tutoring Program

• High student usage: 5,834 appointments for 2012-2013

• Surveys show high satisfaction:

S u r v e y  Q u e s t i o n s

Favorability Ratings

2010 2011 2012 2013

The tutors display a clear understanding of course concepts. 98.0 99.0 95.1 97.0

The tutors communicate effectively. 98.0 98.0 98.1 97.0

The tutors display enthusiasm when tutoring. 90.1 98.0 92.2 93.0

The tutors make good use of examples and illustrations when explaining concepts. 91.1 99.0 94.2 96.0

The tutors encourage me to participate in the tutorial. 90.1 93.1 89.2 93.0

The Writing Center is an environment conducive to tutoring. 99.0 100.0 96.1 97.0

Overall, tutoring is educationally valuable to me. 99.0 99.0 96.1 98.0
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2. Importance of writing in learning 

“A liberal arts education envisions college as a time for 
students to think broadly and deeply, to ask questions 
and be questioned.  To be asked to write in college is 
to be asked to see farther, wider, and deeper, and 
ultimately to develop one’s own lenses through which 
to see the world” (147).

(Nancy Sommers,“The Novice as Expert: Writing the Freshman Year,” 
published in College Composition and Communication, Vol. 56, No. 1.)
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3. Importance of revision and belief that trained peers 
can be effective in creating a conversation about 
revision strategies, particularly regarding organization, 
structure, thesis, focus, idea development, language 
use, and logical progression.

“The shift involves a move from viewing knowledge and reality 
as things exterior to or outside of us, as immediately accessible, 
individually knowable, measurable, and shareable—to viewing 
knowledge and reality as mediated by or constructed through 
language in social use, as socially constructed, contextualized, 
as, in short, the product of collaboration” (71).

(Andrea Lunsford in “Collaboration, Control, and the Idea of a Writing Center,” 
from St. Martin’s Sourcebook for Writing Tutors, 4th ed., 2011, ed. Murphy and 
Sherwood.)
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4. Form a Community of Practice

“This social (as opposed to individual or psychological) 
theory of learning examines the extent to which 
communities of practice are (or are not) learning 
communities, that is, the extent to which communities 
offer learners  opportunities to become active participants 
in the real work of the community and thus construct 
identities of participation in relation to that community” 
(89).

Nancy M. Grimm in “Retheorizing Writing Center Work to Transform a 
System of Advantage Based on Race” from Writing Centers and the New 
Racism, 2011, ed. Greenfield and Rowan.
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Fall 2013

Dr. Meg Case’s ENG.270 Course: British Literature I

• 15 students

• 3 Writing Fellows (all English majors)

Matthew Ulricksen’s POLSC.200 Course: Constitution

• 12 students

• 3 Writing Fellows (no Political Science majors—one 
German major, one Legal Studies major, one History 
and Sec. Educ. Major)
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Spring 2014

Dr. Meg Case’s ENG.220 Course: Literary Analysis

• 13 students

• 3 Writing Fellows (and 2 Writing Associates –all English 
majors)

Matthew Ulricksen’s POLSC.305 Course: Judicial Process

• 9 students

• 3 Writing Fellows (one International Relations, one 
Communications with many IR courses, one English major)



Writing Fellow Comments



Writing Fellow Eval – Student 1



Writing Fellow Eval – Student 1



Writing Fellow Eval – Student 2

Student Revision
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Student Revision



Writing Fellow Eval – Student 3



Student 3 Revision
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Student 3 Revision



Writing Fellow Eval – Student 3

Student 3 Revision
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