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“What we ask students to do 
is who we ask them to be.” 

 
 - Kathleen Blake Yancey 

           
        “Postmodernism, Palimpsest, and Portfolios:    
      Theoretical Issues in the Representation of      
    Student Work.” CCC 55(4): 2004. 738-761. Print. 
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The Personalized Learning Portfolio 
 
 
 



 
 

“I now know that I cannot just study 
terms for a biology exam…Reading 
about a spectrometry instrument, for 
example, is different than actually using 
one hands-on. Therefore, I need to get 
involved in a lab setting to broaden my 
knowledge of  science. I can study 
countless definitions in Japanese that 
are relevant to the chapter in which we 
will be tested on, but I need to practice 
the terms while speaking outside of  a 
classroom. Learning for the sake of  
passing an exam will not benefit me.” 



 
 
 
 

 
  
 “When I was younger I always 

classified myself  as a visual, 
auditory learner. I based these 
assumptions, at first, on multiple 
learning quizzes and surveys 
named, “What type of  learner are 
you?” It always appeared to be 
easier to remember facts…” 
 



 
 
 
 

 
  
 

Evidence of Student Learning #3 
 
 
 

“I’ve learned 
a lot about 
how I learn.” 



 
 
 
 

 
  
 

The Matrix 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

The Matrix Assignment  
(HANDOUT, Page 2) 



 
 
 
 

 
  
 

Matrix 
Outcomes 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Two Assessment  
Periods 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Collection, Selection, & Reflection 



 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

The Personalized Learning Portfolio 
Assignment (HANDOUT, Page 3) 



Four 
Possible 
Purposes 

of the  
E-Portfolio 

Integration of My Learning  
  

  

Application of My Learning 
 

 
 

My Learning Profile 

The Range of My Learning 
 



 
 

Connectio
n 

Integration of My Learning  
  

  

Application of My Learning 
 

 
 

My Learning Profile 

The Range of My Learning 
 



 
1. My Learning Profile  

 
- How have I learned or not? 
 
- What kind of learner am I? What is my identity as a    
  learner? Or: What kind of learner have I become?  
 
- When have I learned? In what 
   circumstances? Under which   
   conditions? 
 
- What aspects of my courses have been 
  most meaningful to me? 
 



 
2. Integration of My Learning  

 
-  Has my learning been connected, integrated,   
    coherent? If so, how? If not, how might I make it 
so? 
 
-  How does what I have learned fit into a scaffolded 
    plan for learning? 
 

- What major ideas, themes, threads do I find in all of   
  my coursework? How have the ideas I’ve had   
   in various classes developed as they’ve  
   been brought into conversation 
   with ideas in other classes?  
   
 



 
3. The Range of My Learning 

  
-  When, how, and why has my learning surprised 
me? 
 
-   What is the scope of my learning? What gaps and   
     challenges do I experience? 
 

-   What values and principles underlie my work?  
 
-   What did I know before starting  
     college? How has this knowledge 
     been augmented?  
 
-  What else do I need to learn?  
   How will I go about doing so?   
 



 
4. Application of My Learning 

 
-  Is my learning relevant, applicable, 
    practical in other areas of my life? If so,   
    how? If not, how might I make it so? 
 
-  What difference has the learning    
    made in my intellectual, personal, ethical,  
    professional, and/or spiritual  
    development?  
 
-   How might others benefit  
    from my learning? 
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Student Reflections on the Assignments 
 

The learning that took place during the matrix completion was 
more focused on this class and the art of  writing 
essays…When I constructed my learning portfolio I was able 
to branch out of  just this classroom and delve into my 
learning through the various stages of  education, like 
elementary school, high school, and college. The learning 
portfolio was much more personal and could be adapted many 
ways to fit an individual’s unique writing style. I enjoyed the 
personalized learning portfolio more because it was so unique 
and flexible. Rigid assignments tend to take away from 
individual learning, and I think the learning portfolio actually 
aided me in the sense of  learning about myself.  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 

Student Reflections on the Assignments 
 

I preferred the learning portfolio because it was simply more 
stimulating and interesting to create than what seemed to be a 
monotonous eight pages of  text defending each of  the 
learning outcomes. 
 
I did learn how my learning actually applied to the learning 
outcomes…but I got tired of  having to justify myself  so 
much. 
 
My personalized learning portfolio required more time on 
layout than the matrix. Because this technology is new and I 
had to learn the steps to create links and insert pictures, it 
became more about how it looked than what it contained.  

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 

Student Reflections on the Assignments 
 

I think both assignment had benefits and should be continued. I 
think the matrix was very effective because we were able to prove 
our own case and use a combination of  persuasion and evidence to 
convince you that we did learn each learning objective. The matrix 
also gave me a very clear, concrete example of  how much I really 
did improve and learn over the course of  one semester. The 
learning portfolio was a very creative assignment, and I found it 
very enjoyable. I think it was helpful because I had never taken a 
step back and analyzed what I have learned already and what there 
is for me to learn next. I was able to reflect on my goals as a learner 
and adapt them accordingly. I learned more about myself  than I 
have through any other assignment.  

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
“What we ask students to do 
is who we ask them to be.” 

 
 - Kathleen Blake Yancey 

           
        “Postmodernism, Palimpsest, and Portfolios:    
      Theoretical Issues in the Representation of      
    Student Work.” CCC 55(4): 2004. 738-761. Print. 

 
  
 



 
 
 
 

 
  
 

The Campus Walking Tour 
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